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V·DUUDFKHU�FRQWLQXH�G·rWUH�SDUWLH�LQWpJUDQWH�GH�FH�TXH�O·RQ�HVW��6DQV�GRXWH
OHV� PRWV� GH� OD� VRFLRORJLH� FRQYLHQGUDLHQW�LOV� PLHX[� TXH� FHX[� GH� OD
SV\FKDQDO\VH� SRXU� GpFULUH� FH� TXH� OD� PpWDSKRUH� GX� GHXLO� HW� GH� OD
PpODQFROLH� SHUPHW� G·pYRTXHU� HQ� WHUPHV� VLPSOHV�� PDLV� LQDGpTXDWV� HW
WURPSHXUV¬��OHV�WUDFHV�GH�FH�TXH�O·RQ�D�pWp�GDQV�O·HQIDQFH��GH�OD�PDQLqUH
GRQW� RQ� D� pWp� VRFLDOLVp�� SHUGXUHQW� PrPH� TXDQG� OHV� FRQGLWLRQV� GDQV
OHVTXHOOHV� RQ� YLW� j� O·kJH� DGXOWH� RQW� FKDQJp�� PrPH� TXDQG� RQ� D� GpVLUp
V·pORLJQHU�GH�FH�SDVVp��HW��SDU�FRQVpTXHQW�� OH� UHWRXU�GDQV� OH�PLOLHX�G·R�
O·RQ�YLHQW�²�HW�GRQW�RQ�HVW�VRUWL��GDQV�WRXV�OHV�VHQV�GX�WHUPH�²�HVW�WRXMRXUV
XQ� UHWRXU� VXU� VRL�HW�XQ� UHWRXU�j� VRL��GHV� UHWURXYDLOOHV�DYHF�XQ�VRL�PrPH
DXWDQW� FRQVHUYp� TXH� QLp�� $IÁHXUH� DORUV� j� OD� FRQVFLHQFH�� HQ� GH� WHOOHV
FLUFRQVWDQFHV�� FH� GRQW� RQ� DXUDLW� DLPp� VH� FURLUH� OLEpUp�� PDLV� GRQW� RQ
Q·LJQRUH� SDV� TXH� FHOD� VWUXFWXUH� QRWUH� SHUVRQQDOLWp�� j� VDYRLU� OH� PDODLVH
SURGXLW� SDU� O·DSSDUWHQDQFH� j� GHX[� PRQGHV� GLIIpUHQWV�� VpSDUpV� O·XQ� GH
O·DXWUH� SDU� WDQW� GH� GLVWDQFH� TX·LOV� SDUDLVVHQW� LQFRQFLOLDEOHV�� PDLV� TXL
FRH[LVWHQW� QpDQPRLQV� GDQV� WRXW� FH� TXH� O·RQ� HVW¬ �� XQH�PpODQFROLH� OLpH� j
O·©¬ KDELWXV� FOLYp¬ ª�� SRXU� UHSUHQGUH� FH� EHDX� HW� SXLVVDQW� FRQFHSW� GH
%RXUGLHX�� &·HVW� EL]DUUHPHQW� DX� PRPHQW� R�� O·RQ� HQWUHSUHQG� GH� OH
VXUPRQWHU��RX�GX�PRLQV�GH� O·DSDLVHU��TXH�FH�PDODLVH�VRXWHUUDLQ�HW�GLIIXV
UHYLHQW�DYHF�IRUFH�j�OD�VXUIDFH�HW�TXH�OD�PpODQFROLH�UHGRXEOH�G·LQWHQVLWp�
&HV� VHQWLPHQWV� DYDLHQW� WRXMRXUV� pWp�SUpVHQWV�� HW� O·RQ�GpFRXYUH� DORUV�� RX
SOXW{W� O·RQ� UHGpFRXYUH��TX·LOV� pWDLHQW� Oj�� WDSLV� DX� IRQG�GH�QRXV�PrPH�HW
DJLVVDQW� HQ� QRXV� HW� VXU� QRXV�� 0DLV� SHXW�RQ� YUDLPHQW� VXUPRQWHU� FH
PDODLVH¬"�$SDLVHU�OD�PpODQFROLH¬"

4XDQG�MH�O·DSSHODL��OH���¬GpFHPEUH�GH�FHWWH�DQQpH�Oj��SHX�DSUqV�PLQXLW�
SRXU�OXL�VRXKDLWHU�XQH�ERQQH�DQQpH��PD�PqUH�PH�GLW¬��©¬/D�FOLQLTXH�YLHQW
GH�PH�WpOpSKRQHU��7RQ�SqUH�HVW�PRUW�LO�\�D�XQH�KHXUH�¬ª�-H�QH�O·DLPDLV�SDV�
-H�QH� O·DYDLV� MDPDLV�DLPp��-H�VDYDLV�TXH�VHV�PRLV��SXLV�VHV� MRXUV�pWDLHQW
FRPSWpV� HW� MH� Q·DYDLV� SDV� FKHUFKp� j� OH� UHYRLU� XQH�GHUQLqUH� IRLV��­�TXRL
ERQ��G·DLOOHXUV��SXLVTX·LO�QH�P·DXUDLW�SDV�UHFRQQX¬"�0DLV�FHOD�IDLVDLW�XQH
pWHUQLWp��GpMj��TXH�QRXV�QH�QRXV�UHFRQQDLVVLRQV�SOXV��/H�IRVVp�TXL�V·pWDLW
FUHXVp�HQWUH�QRXV�TXDQG�M·pWDLV�HQFRUH�DGROHVFHQW�V·pWDLW�pODUJL�DX�ÀO�GHV
DQQpHV�� HW� QRXV� pWLRQV� GHYHQXV� GHV� pWUDQJHUV� O·XQ�SRXU� O·DXWUH��5LHQ�QH
QRXV�DWWDFKDLW��QH�QRXV� UDWWDFKDLW� O·XQ�j� O·DXWUH��'X�PRLQV� OH�FUR\DLV�MH�
RX�DYDLV�MH�WDQW�VRXKDLWp�OH�FURLUH��SXLVTXH�MH�SHQVDLV�TX·RQ�SRXYDLW�YLYUH
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 HabLWXV COLY?: AeVWKeWLcV aQd
 PROLWLcV LQ WKe WRUN Rf PLeUUe BRXUdLeX

 TRQ\ BeQQeWW

 TRZaUd WKe eQd Rf WKe VNeWcK fRU a VeOf-aQaO\VLV WKaW Ke ZURWe
 VKRUWO\ befRUe KLV deaWK, BRXUdLeX VaLd WKaW KLV ZaV a dLYLded
 KabLWXV?a KabLWXV cOLY??aV a cRQVeTXeQce Rf WKe cRQWUadLcWLRQV

 Ke e[SeULeQced LQ cRPLQJ fURP ORZO\ VRcLaO RULJLQV WR acKLeYe KLJK
 VcKROaUO\ dLVWLQcWLRQ.1 TKLV VeePV eQWLUeO\ SOaXVLbOe. IQdeed, LQ WKLV
 UeVSecW, BRXUdLeX PLJKW be VeeQ aV aQ LdeaO W\Se fRU a JeQeUaWLRQ WKaW
 e[SeULeQced VLPLOaU NLQdV Rf VRcLaO aQd cXOWXUaO dLVORcaWLRQ aV WKe SULce
 Rf edXcaWLRQaO aQd RccXSaWLRQaO adYaQcePeQW. YeW WKe cOaLP VWaQdV LQ
 VKaUS cRQWUaVW WR ZKaW BRXUdLeX Kad WR Va\ eOVeZKeUe abRXW WKe cRQceSW
 Rf WKe KabLWXV aV a VeW Rf UeJXOaWLYe SULQcLSOeV RUJaQL]LQJ SUacWLceV Rf
 cXOWXUaO cRQVXPSWLRQ. FRU KeUe BRXUdLeX XVXaOO\ LQVLVWed RQ WKe XQLW\ Rf
 WKe KabLWXV. TKLV cRQVWUXcWLRQ Rf WKe KabLWXV LV ceQWUaO WR WKe aQaO\WLcaO
 aUcKLWecWXUe Rf BRXUdLeX'V DLVWLQcWLRQ.2 IW cRQVWLWXWeV WKe Ne\ cRQceSWXaO
 KLQJe WKURXJK ZKLcK aQaO\VeV aW WKe OeYeO Rf WKe LQdLYLdXaO aQd WKaW Rf
 cOaVVeV aUe LQWeJUaWed ZLWKLQ WKe VRcLaO VSace Rf OLfeVW\OeV aQd WKURXJK
 ZKLcK WKe RSeUaWLRQ Rf cXOWXUaO caSLWaO acURVV dLffeUeQW fLeOdV LV PedL
 aWed. If, WKeUefRUe, WKe XQLW\ Rf WKe KabLWXV LV VKRZQ WR be XQVXVWaLQabOe,
 RWKeU aVSecWV Rf BRXUdLeX'V aSSURacK LQ WKLV VWXd\ aUe aOVR caOOed LQWR
 TXeVWLRQ.

 NeZ LLWeUaU\ HLVWRU\, 2007, 38: 201-228

 * I VKRXOd OLNe WR WKaQN PKLOLS GROdVWeLQ fRU KLV cRPPeQWV RQ eaUOLeU YeUVLRQV Rf WKLV SaSeU
 aQd JLP MacKRU fRU KLV deWaLOed edLWRULaO ZRUN RQ WKe We[W: WKe aUJXPeQW LV cRQVLdeUabO\
 LPSURYed aV a cRQVeTXeQce. M\ WKaQNV WR WKeP WRR fRU LQYLWLQJ Pe WR fLUVW SUeVeQW WKe LdeaV
 fURP ZKLcK WKLV SaSeU KaV deYeORSed aW WKe UeceSWLRQ VWXdLeV cRQfeUeQce WKe\ RUJaQL]ed
 LQ DeOaZaUe LQ 2005. TKaQNV aUe aOVR dXe WR WKe PePbeUV Rf WKe CCSE (Vee QRWe 3) WeaP
 fRU cRPPeQWV RQ eaUOLeU dUafWV, aQd WR JRKQ FURZ, AUWXUR MRUaWR, aQd MaUceO FRXUQLeU
 fRU WKe RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SUeVeQW eaUOLeU YeUVLRQV Rf WKe SaSeU aV a SXbOLc OecWXUe aW WKe UQL
 YeUVLW\ Rf MeObRXUQe aQd aV a SOeQaU\ OecWXUe aW WKe WRUOd CRQJUeVV Rf WKe IQWeUQaWLRQaO
 SRcLRORJLcaO AVVRcLaWLRQ WKaW ZaV KeOd LQ DXUbaQ LQ 2006. I aP JUaWefXO WR AOaQ WaUde
 aQd MRdeVWR Ga\R-CaO fRU WKe SURYLVLRQ Rf FLJXUeV 1 WR 3.

 TKLV eVVa\ ZLOO aSSeaU LQ APeULcaQ ReceSWLRQ SWXd\: RecRQVLdeUaWLRQV aQd NeZ DLUecWLRQV,
 edLWed b\ PKLOOLS GROdVWeLQ aQd JLP MacKRU, cRS\ULJKW b\ O[fRUd UQLYeUVLW\ PUeVV, IQc.
 (2007). UVed b\ SeUPLVVLRQ Rf O[fRUd UQLYeUVLW\ PUeVV, IQc.
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 AESTHETICS AND POLITICS IN THE WORK OF PIERRE BOURDIEU 225

 aQ eQWLWOePeQW WR a fXOO SOace LQ WKe SROLV, WKaW ZaV aVVRcLaWed ZLWK WKe
 SReWLc UeJLPe Rf WKe aUWV, UePaLQV LQ SOace.

 TKeUe aUe JRRd UeaVRQV WR YaOXe BRXUdLeX'V ZRUN fRU WKe LVVXeV LW
 KaV RSeQed XS aURXQd WKe UeOaWLRQVKLSV beWZeeQ cXOWXUaO caSLWaO, WKe
 edXcaWLRQ V\VWeP, aQd cRQWePSRUaU\ SURceVVeV Rf cOaVV fRUPaWLRQ aQd
 dLffeUeQWLaWLRQ. TKeUe aUe, WKRXJK, eTXaOO\ JRRd UeaVRQV fRU ZaQWLQJ WR
 deWacK VXcK cRQceUQV fURP WKe cRRUdLQaWeV VXSSOLed b\ WKe cRQceSWLRQ
 Rf WKe UeOaWLRQV beWZeeQ aeVWKeWLcV aQd SROLWLcV ZLWKLQ ZKLcK BRXUdLeX'V
 aQaO\VeV Rf cXOWXUaO cRQVXPSWLRQ aUe VeW. TKLV UecRQVLdeUaWLRQ LQYROYeV,
 aV I KaYe WULed WR VKRZ, caUefXO e[aPLQaWLRQ QRW MXVW Rf BRXUdLeX'V ceQ
 WUaO WKeRUeWLcaO caWeJRULeV bXW aOVR Rf WKe SURcedXUeV?Rf TXeVWLRQQaLUe
 deVLJQ, WecKQLTXeV Rf YLVXaOL]aWLRQ, aQd WKe LQWeUSUeWaWLRQ Rf VWaWLVWLcaO
 daWa?WKURXJK ZKLcK VXcK caWeJRULeV aUe RSeUaWLRQaOL]ed LQ ePSLULcaO
 aQaO\VLV. IW aOVR UeTXLUeV a PRUe QXaQced accRXQW Rf WKe UeOaWLRQV be
 WZeeQ aeVWKeWLcV aQd WKe VRcLaO WKaQ BRXUdLeX'V "WaNe" RQ KaQW JLYeV XV.
 RaQcL?Ue'V SeUVSecWLYe RQ WKe aeVWKeWLc UeJLPe Rf WKe aUWV, I KaYe VXJ
 JeVWed, PeeWV WKLV Qeed b\ WKe PRUe SOXULfRUP VeW Rf UeOaWLRQV beWZeeQ
 aXWRQRP\ aQd KeWeURQRP\ WKaW aUe RSeQed XS b\ LWV accRXQW Rf WKe
 YaULed RUJaQL]aWLRQ Rf WKe "aQd" WKaW bLQdV WKe UeOaWLRQV beWZeeQ WKe
 OLfe Rf aUW aQd WKe aUW Rf OLfe.

 TKe OSeQ UQLYeUVLW\/UQLYeUVLW\ Rf MeObRXUQe

 NOTES

 1 PLeUUe BRXUdLeX, EVTXLVVe SRXU XQe aXWR-aQaO\Ve (PaULV: ?dLWLRQV RaLVRQV D'AJLU, 2004),
 127.
 2 PLeUUe BRXUdLeX, DLVWLQcWLRQ: A SRcLaO CULWLTXe Rf WKe JXdJPeQW Rf TaVWe (LRQdRQ: RRXWOedJe,
 1984) (KeUeafWeU cLWed LQ We[W aQd QRWeV aV D).
 3 I UefeU KeUe WR WKe SURMecW CXOWXUaO CaSLWaO aQd SRdaO E[cOXVLRQ: A CULWLcaO IQYeVWLJaWLRQ
 (CCSE) fXQded b\ WKe EcRQRPLc aQd SRcLaO ReVeaUcK CRXQcLO fURP 2003 WR 2006. TKLV
 e[aPLQed WKe UeOaWLRQVKLSV beWZeeQ cXOWXUaO SUacWLceV aQd VRcLaO dLffeUeQWLaWLRQ RQ WKe baVLV
 Rf a TXeVWLRQQaLUe aSSOLed WR a PaLQ VaPSOe Rf 1,564 UeVSRQdeQWV aQd a PLQRULW\ eWKQLc
 bRRVW VaPSOe Rf 227 (IQdLaQ, PaNLVWaQL, aQd AfUR-CaULbbeaQ), aV ZeOO aV aQ accRPSaQ\LQJ
 SURJUaP Rf fRcXV JURXS dLVcXVVLRQV aQd KRXVeKROd LQWeUYLeZV. TKLV LQTXLU\ ZaV cRQdXcWed
 b\ a WeaP cRPSULVed Rf TRQ\ BeQQeWW (PULQcLSaO ASSOLcaQW), MLNe SaYaJe, EOL]abeWK SLOYa,
 AOaQ WaUde (CR-ASSOLcaQWV), DaYLd WULJKW, aQd MRdeVWR Ga\R-CaO (ReVeaUcK FeOORZV).
 TKe aSSOLcaQWV ZeUe MRLQWO\ UeVSRQVLbOe fRU WKe deVLJQ Rf WKe QaWLRQaO VXUYe\ aQd WKe
 fRcXV JURXSV aQd KRXVeKROd LQWeUYLeZV WKaW JeQeUaWed WKe TXaQWLWaWLYe aQd TXaOLWaWLYe
 daWa fRU WKe SURMecW. EOL]abeWK SLOYa, aVVLVWed b\ DaYLd WULJKW, cRRUdLQaWed WKe aQaO\VeV
 Rf WKe TXaOLWaWLYe daWa fURP WKe fRcXV JURXSV aQd KRXVeKROd LQWeUYLeZV. MLNe SaYaJe aQd
 AOaQ WaUde, aVVLVWed b\ MRdeVWR Ga\R-CaO, cRRUdLQaWed WKe aQaO\VeV Rf WKe TXaQWLWaWLYe
 daWa SURdXced b\ WKe VXUYe\. TRQ\ BeQQeWW ZaV UeVSRQVLbOe fRU WKe RYeUaOO dLUecWLRQ aQd
 cRRUdLQaWLRQ Rf WKe SURMecW.
 4 TKeVe aVSecWV Rf P\ dLVcXVVLRQ deYeORS fXUWKeU a YeLQ Rf cULWLcLVP beJXQ LQ BeQQeWW,
 "TKe HLVWRULcaO UQLYeUVaO: TKe RROe Rf CXOWXUaO VaOXe LQ WKe HLVWRULcaO SRcLRORJ\ Rf PLeUUe
 BRXUdLeX," BULWLVK JRXUQaO Rf SRcLRORJ\ 56 (2005): 141-64.
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246 The Sociological Review 65(2)

symbolic resources are taken to be natural talent (Lareau and Weininger, 2003). This is a 
separation of inherited resources from natural ‘ability’, two things that are, in fact, ana-
lytically inseparable, but in symbolic practice, perceived as separate (Lareau and 
Weininger, 2003: 580). The dominant maintain the illusion of their legitimate right to 
dominance through the misapprehension of their inheritance as superior ability and value 
(and in this regard, it can be thought of as a perception of inherent virtue). The inverse of 
this is the perceived inherent vice of the dominated. Working-class university students 
have less cultural capital, but due to the symbolic separation of inheritable resources 
from ability, they are liable to misrecognize this as inferior ability and value. This article 
offers evidence for how this misperception operates at the level of feeling, as emotional, 
embodied understanding of the self.

Bourdieu’s writing about habitus clivé, or a divided habitus, was informed by his 
research as well as his own experience of upward social mobility (Bourdieu, 2007), and 
signifies what happens when, through social mobility, one undergoes the ‘contradictions 
of succession’ (Bourdieu, 1999: 510). Habitus clivé is a ‘habitus divided against itself…
doomed to a kind of duplication, a double perception of self, to successive allegiances 
and multiple identities’ (Bourdieu, 1999: 511). Friedman (2015) notes that Bourdieu did 
not elaborate in great detail about this type of habitus disruption, and Friedman’s work, 
as well that of others such as Lawler (1999) and Atkinson (2012), emphasize the experi-
ences of displacement, discomfort and disloyalty that the upwardly mobile contend with. 
This article elaborates on the potential for habitus clivé to involve a double perception, 
or misperception, of one’s intellectual capacity and value. The perceived inherent vice of 
working-class university students is a division of the self between the actual intellectual 
capacity and the perceived capacity. This aspect of habitus clivé bears further research 
and development for understanding these symbolic and psychosocial processes.

Perpetuation of this aspect of habitus clivé amongst working-class students is a spe-
cific form of symbolic violence (Bourdieu and Wacquant, 1992), that in which the domi-
nated participate complicity, mostly unknowingly, in their own domination. The 
separation of ‘natural ability’ from inherited resources is analytically unachievable, but 
it is symbolically useful in serving to perpetually disguise advantage and disadvantage as 
natural ability and inability. The perceived inherent vice of working-class students is 
symbolic violence in that it ‘is exercised upon a social agent with his or her complicity’ 
(Bourdieu and Wacquant, 1992: 172). It is violent so far as it partially explains the impo-
sition of social reproduction of the dominant/dominated structure of society. The sym-
bolic violence described in this article, however, is not presumed to arise from malevolent 
universities. On the contrary, this author assumes that universities and their ‘gatekeepers’ 
are generally keen to support students and see them succeed. The findings in the thesis 
are not used to blame the institutions but rather to demonstrate ways that social structures 
and processes inadvertently may help or hinder students (McKay and Devlin, 2014).

The term perceived inherent vice, when applied to working-class university students, 
challenges deficit views of the working class. The graduates described in this article are 
examples of people who, based on their achievements, are clearly not intellectually 
flawed. They are, like many from working-class backgrounds, highly capable, adaptable 
and resourceful people. The actions they take in the face of their disadvantages may be 
viewed as forms of resistance to otherwise highly durable patterns of social reproduction 
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schiedlich konstruieren, sondern auch, dass sie von der Gesellschaft
unterschiedlich konstruiert werden. Damit kommen wir zur zweiten
Dimension der Bourdieu’schen Formel H x K.

Die gesellschaftliche Konstruktion von
Individualität

Wie kommt es, dass wir auch durch das konstruiert werden, was wir
in Beziehung mit anderen Akteuren konstruieren, nämlich: von der
Gesellschaft?

Klassenhabitus. Die soziale Übertragung der Unterschiede

Wie wir gesehen haben, unterscheiden sich die Akteure voneinander
nicht nur, weil sie als je »dieser« Akteur existieren, sondern weil sie
als Akteure zu bestimmten sozialen Gruppen gehören, die von unter-
schiedlichen Lebensbedingungen abhängen, die soziale Wirklichkeit
unterschiedlich wahrnehmen und sich in dieser Wirklichkeit unter-
schiedlich verhalten. Ein Akteur stammt immer aus einer Gruppe,
deren Dispositionen er sich einverleibt und personalisiert. Bourdieu
spricht darum nicht nur von dem Habitus, sondern von den Habitus
und verweist damit auf eine zeitliche und eine räumliche Dimension
des Begriffs.
       Die zeitliche Dimension des Habitus bezieht sich auf die Unter-
scheidung eines primären und eines sekundären Habitus. Der primä-
re Habitus meint die ältesten und darum am nachhaltigsten wirksa-
men Wahrnehmungs-, Verhaltens-, Denkprinzipien der Akteure, die
insbesondere in der frühkindlichen familialen Sozialisation inkorpo-
riert wurden. Der sekundäre Habitus entwickelt sich auf dieser Basis,
er präzisiert sich in den sozialen Beziehungen, die im Laufe des Le-
bens über die primär prägenden Beziehungen hinausgreifen. Die
zeitliche Dimension betont, dass der Akteur seinen Habitus nicht
»hat«, sondern dass dieser ererbt ist und von ihm in der Handlungs-
praxis weiterentwickelt wird. Mit der Übertragung von Dispositionen
reproduziert sich die soziale Gruppe (z.B. die Familie) nicht nur biolo-
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